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MOakland Traction car 455 at the Leona Heights carbarn in 1922. 
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ariously known as the Alameda County Railway and the California 
ailway and'later part of the Oakland Traction, Key System Tran- 
it and East Bay Street Railway, the Leona Heights line had an 
nteresting history as a steam railroad, electric railroad and 
sa street car line, Erle C. Hanson has compiled this story 
or a book and we present this preview in this issue. 
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Top: Locomotive “J. G. Kellogg” used on first excursion on 
May 19, 1888. Shown here as San Francisco & Alameda R.R. 
Roy Graves Collection - S.P. Photo 


Bottom: California Railway engine No. 2 and Coach 4 ai Fruit- | om 
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JEDA COUNTY RAILWAY - CALIFORNIA RAILWAY - LEONA HEIGHTS LINE 





CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY BY ERLE C. HANSON 


H. H. Woodard organized Alameda County Railway 
for purpose of transporting prospective land buyers 
to properties of J. H. Dorety at Mills Seminary. 
Grading of roadbed commenced between Fruitvale 
station of the Southern Pacific and Mills Seminary 
Park Place Station. 
First excarsion trip using Southern Pacific loco- 
motive "J, G. Kellogg” and a Southern Pacific coach, 
Trestle built over county road at Park Place Stat- 
ion and line exteneed quarter of a mile parallel 
to the north boundary of Mills Seminary. 
A Rogers built 4-4-0 type locomotive purchased 
from the Iowa R.R, Co. 
"J, G. Kellogg” returned to the Southern Pacific. 
The Rogers 4-4-0 Locomotive numbered 1. 
Open vestibuled passenger coach purchased from 
Carter Brothers Car Co. and numbered #4, Southern 
Pacific coach returned to S.P. 
One Thousand foot trestle built and line extended 
along north boundary of Mills Seminary. 
Tunnel commenced towards Laundry Farm Canyon. 
Terrific storms wash out portions of line proving 
very costly to company. 
Special excursion operated to raise capital needed 
for repairs---Southern Pacific sued company for 
damages to S.P. equipment while leased to A.C.Ry. 
Line goes into receivership. 
Alameda County Terminal Railway incorporated to 
take over line. 
Tunnel caved in and portions of road washed out. 
Tunnel project abandoned, 
Alameda County Terminal Railway goes into receiver- 
ship. 
California Railway takes over properties of Alam- 
eda County Terminal Railway. The California Rail- 
way a subsidiary of the California Improvement Co, 
formed for handling of rock from quarries in 
Leona Heights area, 
Tracks extended into Laundry Farm Canyon around 
ill-fated tunnel and tramways constructed from rail- 
road to quarries for transporting rock to trains. 
California Railway commenced handling U.S. Mail. 
Car barn built at Laundry Farm Canyon. 
Baldwin mogul locomotive placed in service as #2. 
Laundry Farm Hotel built 5 mile east or car barn, 
California Railway purchases Alameda [lorse Car 
Railroad Company. 
Sixteen flat cars from Carter Bros put in service. 
Horse car railroad converted to electricity using 
overhead wire at 600 volts D.C. and renamed Alameda, 
Oakland & Piedmont Electric Railroad Company. 
Laundry Farm Canyon and Hlotel renamed “Leona 
Heights" 
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Top: Combination motor No. 11 at Tidal Canal terminus in 189 
Middle: Cars 14, 20 and 21 at Leona Hotel about 1898. 
Bottom: Cars 14, 21 and 20 at switchback trestle about 1900. 
Note double switchback in background, 
-- Erle C. Hanson collection 
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Top: Locomotive 10 and coach 21 at Leona carbarn in 1898, 
Middle: Locomotive 10 and coaches 20 and 21 at Sather Station 
1900. in 1896 bound for Laundry Farm. 
‘Bottom: Lecomotive 10 at Leona yards in 1898, 


ction -- Erle C. Hanson collection 
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- Chas. Smallwood collection 
Middie: Tidal Canal station in 1896 with Locomotive 10 and 
coach, Alameda car on left. - Erle C. Hanson collection 
Bottom: Oakland, San Leandro & Haywards car 28. 
- Chas, Smallwood collection 
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Top: Alameda, Oakland & Piedmont Electric Railway car 4. te 
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Conversion of entire lise to electricity commenced. 


Construction of extension of line to Leona Heights 
hotel is commenced, 

Extension to Alameda Tidal Canal (Park Street) 
begins, 

New passenger coaches 20 and 21 from Carter Bros 
placed in service. 

Coach #4 renumbered to 14 and motorized, 

First trial run with electric power from Tidal 
Canal to Leona Heights Hotel using #14 and trail- 
ers 20 and 21, Power supplied from Alaneda, Oak- 
land & Piedmont Electric Railroad, First time 

in California an electric road handled standard 
steam road equipment. 

New car’barn constructed at Leona to replace 

old one. 

Passenger coach #11 pur chased from Carter Bros, 
motorized and placed in service, 

Locomotive #1 sold to Brooklyn Junk Dealers 
Locomotive #2 sold to McCloud River Railroad. 
Electric freight motor #10 placed in service. 
"Only one of its kind in the World" 

Service to Hotel discontinued, trains terminate 
at car barn, ; 
Coach 14 sold to the Sierra Railway of California, 


Railway Syndicate gains control of all Oakland street 
railway properties including California Railway, 
Alameda Estuary cut through and service to Alameda 
discontinued, Trains terminate at Fruitvale station. 
Railway-Syndicate extends narrow gague cars of their 
Oakland, San Leandro & Haywards Electric Railroad to 
Leona, Extra rail laid to permit operation of both 
standard and narrow gauge electric cars. Cars of 
Oakland Transit 250 series used to Leona; 

Trailers 20 and 21 sold to San Francisco, Oakland 

& San Jose Railroad (Key Route), Car 20 rebuilt to 
line car 1201; car 21 used as tool house at East 
Shore & Suburban carbarn in Richmond, 

Leona Ilotel extension torn up. 

Passenger service cut back to Southern Pacific Sather 
station, but freight continued to Fruitvale and the 
estuary shore, 

Motor No. 10 sold to San Francisco, Oakland & San 
Jose Railroad and renumbered No. 1000. 

Motor No. 11 sold to Tonopah & Tidewater Railroad, 
but motors and controls stripped at Leona car barn 
before delivery. 

Construction of line to Ransome-Crummey quarry from 
Leona commenced, 

First freight train to Ransome-Crumney quarry con- 
sisting of one ore car and motor 1206 of Oakland 
Transit, 

Passenger service comuenced to Ransome Crummey 
quarry using 500 series California type cars. 
Oakland, San Leandro & Haywards Electric Railroad 

is standard gauged and extra rail on Leona line 
removed, 
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Top: Oakland Traction 501 at Leona terminus headed for Alamedt 
about 1898, 
Bottom: Oakland Traction 501 on Ransome Quarry branch at 
Leona Yards in 1906, 
-- Erle C. Hanson collection 


The Western Railroader @ Page Eight 


1909 


H910 


911 


1912 


1913 


914 


915 





Se 
Au 


Se 





910 


913 


914 


915 








Alameds 





906Nov. 8 


Dec. 10 


Sent. 7 
Aug. 13 


Sept. 14 
October 


Nov. 10 
Dec. 9 





Oakland Traction Company takes over properties of 
the Railway Syndicate. 

Sulphur mines uncovered at Leona---many tons to be 
removed over the years to be‘hauled out in gondola 
cars to interchange with S.P. at Fruitvale station. 
Leona Heights Hotel destroyed by fire. ; ; 
Dispatchers placed at Leona car barn and California 
Railway Junction to control single track to Leona 
since no signals protected line. . 

Borax Smith gains control of Oakland Traction and 
California Railway. 

Conveyor belt tramway to quarries commenced. 

Leona Heights area annexed to City of Oakland. 
Conveyor tramway completed; rail line extended =o 
mile north to new bunkers. 


January 10 Leona passenger service extended into down-town 
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Oakland at 13th and Washington Streets, 

Aerial tramway constructé@d from point near Leona 
carbarn to mines for transporting pyrites. 
Memorial Day wreck at Bellevue Curve between cars 
251 and 267. Four died including one motorman, 


Roberts Coal Yard spur installed. 

Excavation of hill east of Roberts Coal Yard 
commenced, 

Trestles at Mills Seminary declared unsafe and 
ordered rebuilt, 

Waste dirt from excavation used as fill to replace 
trestles at Mills Seminary. 


Consolidation of Oakland Traction, San Francisco 
Oakland & San Jose, East Shore & Suburban and the 
California Ry under name San Francisco-Oakland 
Terminal Railway filed. 

Eclipse fender adopted; 350's first to ase. 

San Francisco-Oakland Terminal consolidation 
effective, 

13th & Washington route extended to 12th Street 
and referred to as Washington Street Loop. 

Belt tramway destroyed by fire. 

Clay discovered on Ransome line; contracts taken 
from pottery plants and spur installed to Clay pit. 
Tracks’ laid from Western Pacific crossing parallel 
to W.P. to Sixty Ninth Ave as freight only line. 
S-5 series cars (310-322) put on Leona Line. 

St Louis Exposition cars 422 and 425 put on line, 
Leona line given route #21 and consolidated with 
Special train services connecting with Key System 
transbay trains at 12th & Broadway and Key Route 
Inn. 

Leona line changed to route K, 

Electric K2 type signals installed between Calif- 
ornia Junction and Leona, 

Extension of Quarry line { mile east via switch- 
back to new quarry development, 

Tripper service on Leona line to Liberty shipyard 
and Moores shipyard in West Oakland, 

300-400 series cars used on Leona line. 

San Francisco-Oakland Terminal goes into receiver- 


ship. 
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Top: Vernon Station, half-way on the Leona line about 1909 iddie 


Bottom: Oakland Traction 251 with crew at Leona Barn in 1910 t > 
-- Erle C, Hanson collection = 
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p: Oakland Traction car 59 at Leona on Ransome Quarry line 
about 1911 -- Charles Smallwood collection, 

iddie: Two-Car Oakland Traction train headed by 455 at Mills 
Seminary in 1910 -- Erie C,. Hanson collection, 

bottom: S.P. steam shovel and Oakiand Terminal sprinkler 104 

at Roberts Hill excavation in 1911. - Bob Stein collection 
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Top: Motor 1010 with train of rock cars at aerial tramway bunk = T: 
at Leona Heights in 1918, - Alvin Graves collection 
Bottom: Car 326 and crew at Leona Heights yard in 1925, 
- Lorin Silleman collection, B! T: 
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Key System Transit Company takes over systen. 
Fare boxes used on Leona line for first time. 
Leona cars extened to 12th & Poplar making con- 
nections with Key System transbay trains at this 
point with alternate cars operating to Key Route 
Inn, 

All industrial trackage south of East 14th Street 
sold to Southern Pacific Railroad, 

Passenger service to Ransome quarry discontinued, 
Leona line changed to route 16, 


End of U.S. Mail service on Leona Line. 
East Bay-- Street Railway takes over street carg 
Leona #16 line changed to operated over Jefferson 
Street loop via 13th and 12th Streets. 
One man operation commences, 
Leona car barn condemned; cars moved to Elmhurst, 
Leona cars changed to Central car house. 
Three-day general strike ties up Leona line. 
350-900 series cars used on Leona line. 
Last scheduled passenger car--No. 387 
Last scheduled freight train--Motor 1010 and flat. 
Line torn-up from East 14th Street to Leona. 
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tric Railway Conductors, 
‘are, 26 cents round trip. 
iW. M RA 
General Manager. 
108% Broadway, Oakland, Cal. 


OSTER OF ALAMEDA COUNTY RAILWAY AND ITS PREDECESSORS 








4-4-0 Rogers 2s Acquired from Lowa Railroad 

in 1888. Sold for scrap 1898. 
Sold to McCloud River Railroad 
in 1898. 

Motorized and renumbered 14 in 
1896; sold to Sierra Ry as a 
trailer in 1899, 

Sold to San Francisco, Oakland 
& San Jose in 1903; became 
#1000. 


Sold to Tonopah & Tidewater 


2-6-0 Baldwin 1891 
Combination Carter 


trailer Bros. 


1889 


Carter 1898 


Bros. 


Electric 
Locomotive 
1897 


Combination Carter 


motor 


Trailer. 


Trailer 


Bros, 
Carter 
Bros. 


Carter 
Bros. 
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1896 


1896 


RR in 1904 as a trailer. 

Sold in 1902 to San Francisco, 
Oakland & San Jose; became 
line car #1201. 

Sold in 1902 to San Francisc, 
Oakland & San Jose: scrapped 
at Richmond in 1930. 
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Top: East Bay Street Railway car 359 leaving Leona (Mills 
College beyond trees in background) 


Middle: Key System motors 1000 and 1001 at 40th Street in 


1930. -- Erle C. Hanson collection 
Bottom: East Bay Street Railway car 353 in Roberts Cut near 
High Street on Leona Line in 1936, -- Charles Smallwood 
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about 1911. -=- Elmer Cumming collection, 

Middle: Oakland Traction locomotive 1001 with train at Leona 
yards in 1905, -- Erle C. Hanson collection 

Bottom: Car 323 at Leona carbarn in 1925 - Erle C. Hanson 


Li, 
op Rubber conveyor belt line showing rock crusher and bunker 
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